
 
 Chinook Music Educators Association 

Agenda 
Date: Tuesday, 12 May 2026 

Location/Time: The River’s Edge, 6:00 pm 
 

● Chinook Middle School Jazz Band (Thomas Mettler, director) 
 

● Welcome and introductions 
○ Darren Johnson, Kim Brumbaugh, Jennifer Palmer, Lauren Hays, Jessica Ewing, James Harper, 

Scott Means, Thomas Mettler, Andrew Landowski, Stacy Brown, Katherine Sartori, Randy 
Grostick, Austin Schlichting, Maria Hoffman, Kim Merkley, Melissa Maanao, Tony Nguyen, Jeff 
Storvick, Jerry Huff, Cal Anderson, Josh Keeling, Ben McDonald, Peter Klinzman, Chad Hocutt, 
Matt Urban 

 
● Share something positive from your year 

 
● Approve fall meeting minutes 

○ Chad Hocutt  moves to approve, Lisa Pearson seconds. Pete abstains. All in favor. 
 
● Treasurer’s report and approval, schools with unpaid registration fees – Kim Brumbaugh 

○ 12 festivals this year 
○ Naughty list - PAY YOUR FEES. You can’t register next year without having these paid. Please 

forward them to whomever is paying the fees as soon as you receive the emails to help move this 
along. Contact your colleagues that have outstanding fees to remind them.  

○ Sales tax ends July 1st!  
○ Registration HAS to be done by the closing date. Please, no exceptions. 
○ Money saving choices! 

■ Vocal/HS Instrumental shared a building and only needed to tune pianos once 
■ No building/custodial fees (well maybe one) 
■ Festivals hired fewer judges or less expensive lunches, some hosts who opted not to 

receive their honorarium 
○ Jerry Huff motions, Cal Anderson seconds, all in favor. 

 
● Break to order dinner 
 
● Old Business 

○ WMEA conference session proposals and performance applications (closes May 15th) 
https://wmea.org/conferences/wmea-state-conference-proposals/ 

■ You don’t have to present to suggest a session! Get your proposals, ideas, auditions in! 
■ WMEA is working very hard to make things better 

○ State tax update 
■ Ends July 1st 

○ Regional curriculum officers 
■ WMEA didn’t do anything with it last year, but Meghan Wagner is on board and wants to 

start with us!  
○ CMEA Elementary Honor Choir 

■ 101 students from 7 schools. It was so much fun and the students are looking forward to 
having it again next year. 

● New Business 
○ WMEA call to action - Future Ready  
○ New WMEA Awards? Inspiring New Teacher or Outstanding Mentor Teacher 
○ 2026-27 Festival schedule 

https://wmea.org/conferences/wmea-state-conference-proposals/


 
■ Dates and hosts - need new host/venue for MS Orchestra Festival 

● Currently reserved, but need a host. Maybe Austin? Maybe RR? 
■ MS S&E - Keep in May or change? Some conflicts. 

● Kids bailing at last minute (sports), on the heels of MS Large group.  
● Kids felt like they had more time to be ready 
● Maybe a week or two earlier, but much better than having it in March 
● Was able to accommodate a few specific requests (as long as accompanists 

aren’t part of the puzzle) 
■ Possible change of date/venue for MS Band Festival 

● Trimesters make it hard to prepare by end of Feb. 
● End of Feb. gives a chance for a second performance after working on it more. 
● Hard having it right after Spring Break 
● Would it be more equitable to rotate which groups have festival in April? Band 

has been doing this for a while. 
● Want to avoid making it difficult for those who teach both MS and HS groups. 
● Send a survey to MS Band directors  

○ Honorarium for Treasurer - proposal to increase to $1000 
■ Is there a reason we can’t do $1,500? No, we absolutely could.  
■ Could we do an extra stipend or something for Kim for the additional tax stuff this year? 
■ Pete motions for $1,500 for future treasurers, Jeff seconds. All in favor. 
■ Stacy motions for $1,000 additional stipend for Kim for the extra work this year for a total 

of $1,500. Lauren seconds. All in favor. 
○ Election of New Officers (nominations, electronic voting) 

■ Treasurer 
● Current nominations: Jessica Ewing 

■ President-Elect 
● Current nominations: Jeff Storvick 

■ Secretary 
● Current nominations: 

■ By decree of everyone present, Treasurer and President-Elect are approved. Secretary 
nominations will be sent out for nominations and voting. 

● Open Items 
○ Job openings? 

■ Puyallup HS, Oakville Music, North Mason Band, OSD Orchestra, Jefferson MS Choir 
and maybe exploratory music, maybe OSD general music 

○ SOGO 
■ Summer music camp - flyers on the table 
■ Placement auditions are coming up 
■ Last concert is this Sunday. 
■ 127 free sectionals to schools 
■ 175 private lessons all free 
■ Hopefully announcing a new music director soon 

○ Items from the floor? 
○ OYC - record enrollment since Covid, great new directors, great collaborations, concert this 

Saturday with raffles! Some jobs that might be posted. Monday nights at WMS, great for instrumental 
students who want to sing as well. 

○ CHS Band car wash Saturday 10-2 Westside Les Schwab by the mall.  
○ Aspire fundraiser at Applebees in Lacey Saturday 8:30-10:30 

 
● Thank you for the opportunity to serve. Jennifer Palmer is your new President! 

 
● Motion to adjourn 

○ James motions, Lisa seconds, all in favor. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FVXCXQtlIihRIvffy3frxAtbnYQ3Dlod0o8VO2ISGUE/edit?usp=sharing

