
 
Chinook Music Educators Association 

Agenda 
Date: Tuesday, 7 October 2025 

Location/Time: North Thurston High School Band Room, 6:00 pm 
We will start in the KPAC for the South Bay Choir performance 

 
●​ Welcome, Sign in sheet 

 
●​ Student Performance - South Bay Choir, Naoko Sokolik 

 
●​ Positive Moments - positive things in your work so far this year 

 
●​ Introductions 

○​ Jessica Ewing, James Harper, Darren Johnson, Jennifer Palmer, Lauren Hayes, John Guarente, 
Austin Schlichting, Natalie Bateman, Emily Godinez, Katherine Sartori, Kim Merkley, Travis 
Sipher, Willow Miller, Ben McDonald, Moira McGregor, Stacy Brown, Nadine Bozeman, Stephanie 
Bivens, Melissa Maanao, Ashley, Paula Fairchild, Rebecca Gage, Greg Allison, Maria Hoffman, 
Aiden, Rosalyn Tobec, Matt Urban, Nick Sanders, Paul, Randy Grostick, Lisa Pearson, Joshua 
Keeling, Laura Harper, Jennifer Hermann, Joe Dyvig, Joe Sokolik, Naoko Sokolik 

 
●​ Spring Meeting Minutes - Jessica Ewing 

○​ Rebecca Gage motions to approve, Travis Sipher seconds. All in favor. 
 
●​ Treasurer’s Report - Kim Brumbaugh 

○​ Not a lot to report, thank you for paying your fees! 
■​ Checking: $5,265.73 
■​ Savings: $15,195.71 
■​ Total: $20,461.44 

○​ Some stipends, business license updates over the summer. 
○​ If you register and it’s past the due date, you must pay unless you canceled prior to the due date. 
○​ Check the website for registration openings and closings. 
○​ Invoices go out after the deadline, if you want it early reach out to Kim. 
○​ Austin Schlichting moves to approve, Joe Sokolik seconds. All in favor. 

 
●​ Old Business 

○​ Reading Session - Kim Brumbaugh 
■​ Had to cancel due to low registration 
■​ Many willing to conduct which is exciting! 
■​ Hoping to reschedule for later, maybe end of the year? 
■​ UPS is doing a reading session soon, maybe the 10th. Contact Gerard. 
■​ Schedule will be communicated ahead of time. 

○​ WMEA state awards - nominations due October 15th 
■​ Regional awards last spring - Peter Klinzman, Keith Mitchell. 
■​ State awards are different, anyone can be nominated even outside of our region. 
■​ Administrator of the Year 
■​ Hall of Fame nominations - up to 10 will be selected and honored. 

○​ WMEA updates and progress 
■​ All debts have been PAID! We hired a CFO! Accounts have been transitioned to BECU 
■​ S&E and All-State Coordinators, Finance web untangled, and a personnel paper  trail 
■​ Slides will be included for more details 
■​ They think all debts/loans will be paid off within a year. 
■​ Chase credit card with mileage to fly in adjudicators, etc. 



 
○​ Budgets 

■​ We have absolute clarity for what everything costs - where every single $ goes. 
○​ WMEA Conference - Yakima (Jr. All-State and Jazz All-State) - February 12-15, 2026 
○​ All-State Tacoma May 28-30, 2026 

■​ Able to use local facilities for free or costing very little. 
 

●​ New Business 
○​ Proposed S&E rule changes - fair use and copyright, voice amplification for mariachi 

■​ Proposed and looking for feedback. 
■​ There needs to be an original somewhere in there, but it’s up to teachers. All are in favor 

of this change. 
■​ Voice amplification - All are in favor of this change. 

○​ All-NW Division conference 2027 - Joe Dyvig 
■​ Conflicting views - FILL OUT THE SURVEY - it closes this week. 
■​ It will be compiled and shared with state presidents first, then to all. 
■​ Opinions from other states? Oregon - has grown tired of the inefficiency of WMEA and 

drew back. Could be brought back in if concerns were mitigated. Alaska - NW honor 
groups are important. Idaho, Montana, Wyoming - honor groups are life changing for the 
students from rural areas. 

■​ Wanting to keep the honor groups and conference combined. Looking into structured 
housing and chaperones. 

■​ New potentials to make it different from All-State 
○​ ESSB 5814 - sales tax for coaching, events 

■​ Hiring coaches - they will be charged sales tax on it so it will need to be figured into the 
cost. Looking for an exemption for regional student events. 

○​ Spam/phishing emails 
■​ Check the address it’s being sent from 

○​ CMEA Curriculum Officers 
■​ Lisa Pearson - Orchestra 
■​ Rachel Landowski - Choir 
■​ Andrew Landowski - Band 
■​ Ben McDonald - Jazz 

●​ Don’t let it scare you. It is the only music that was built in the US and spread 
elsewhere. Here as a resource and a support. 

■​ Lauren Hayes - Elementary 
○​ Breakout Session 

■​ Festival Schedule for 2025-26 
●​ Verify sites, hosts, dates 
●​ Festival Chair Meeting  - The River’s Edge,November 4th, 5:00 pm 
●​ Communicate any registration changes to Kim, Randy, and Darren 

■​ Elementary Music Honor Choir 
●​ Forms due by Nov. 14th 

 
●​ Brief presentations by our community partners 

○​ Olympia Symphony Orchestra - James Harper 
■​ Banger of a season coming up! Simplified pricing tiers. Master classes planned at Saint 

Martins. Family concert is a little different, early December with movie and orchestra and 
soloist. NYE concert - waltzy masquerade. Shostakovich in the Spring. 

○​ Washington Center - Jennifer Hermann 
■​ Student tickets for $10, prelude series, art gallery, reception for exhibits, scholarships for 

seniors to study music, low-income family tickets (LIFT) show quest EBT card. 
■​ 4 student matinees.  
■​ New equipment - new chairs, stands, stand lights, conductor stand. 



 
○​ SOGO - Greg Allison 

■​ Support for programs - 15 different schools in September! 27 sectionals 
■​ Jennifer Palmer on the chair for the national search for a new director 
■​ School philharmonic tour in February  

○​ OYC - Nadine Bozeman 
■​ 30th season! Younger groups are completely full. New exec director. Classroom 

workshops are available for free! Middle and high school level.  
○​ SPSCC - John Guarente 

■​ College enrollment up 12%!  
■​ Two jazz bands! 
■​ John can come out and work with choirs. 

○​ Saint Martins - Laura Harper 
■​ Two “music student for a day” events at Saint Martins - November 3rd (mostly NTPS due 

to PD day). Spring date is during spring break in April. 
●​ Thank you Rebecca for the pumpkin pie! 

 
 
Spring CMEA Meeting Date/Location TBD 
 
James Harper motions to adjourn, Austin Schlichting seconds. All in favor. 

 


